2o6	UNDER JULY MONARCHY        [1830-1840
purely historical interest. He therefore encouraged Thiers
(whose History of the Consulate and Empire had done much
to create the legend) to arrange for the transference of the
Emperor's body from St. Helena to Paris, where it was re-
interred with all the pomp and circumstance of glorious war in
an ornate sarcophagus in the Invalides.
§ 109. mehemet all—The crisis which brought Guizot into
power arose—like so many crises in nineteenth-century Europe
—through a recrudescence of the " Eastern Question." This
time the trouble was stirred up by Mehemet Ali, the enterprising
and ambitious Pasha of Egypt. It will be remembered that his
troops, under the command of his brilliant soldier-son, Ibrahim
Pasha, had been called in by Sultan Mahmud to quell the revolt
of Greece (§ 97). For these services he had been rewarded
with Crete, but he was dissatisfied and demanded Syria as well.
In 1831 he found an excuse to send an army into that province
under Ibrahim, which utterly destroyed the force the Sultan
sent to oust it. For the time Mahmud had to give way; but
the desire to be avenged on his upstart vassal was henceforward
his ruling passion. It overcame even his fear of Russia. In
order to gain the support of the C2ar for his next move against
Mehemet, he agreed by the Treaty of unkiar-skelessi (1833)
to close the Dardanelles in wartime, thus making the Black Sea
a Russo-Turkish lake. The Governments of France and
Britain were very upset at this turn of events, for it had become
part of their settled policy to play the Sultan off against the
Czar. " Russophobia " became an obsession in Great Britain,
and for the next thirty years Palmerston was its spokesman.
Czar Nicholas cordially returned the antipathy. He regarded
Palmerston as a " Jacobin" for supporting the French " usurper"
who had replaced the " legitimate " Charles X, and he set
himself to drive a wedge between the two Western Powers.
Sultan Mahmud now pushed on the reorganisation of his
army; and in 1839 he determined to wait no longer lest he
should die before having the satisfaction of chastising Mehemet.

